Express News Service

Hyderabad: Close on the
heels of a Kanmnagar stu-
dent committing student at
IIT Madras two days ago,
another belonging to IIT
Kanpur killed himself by
consuming poison in Hayat-
nagar here on Thursday. He
had reportedly been rusti-
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Another IIT Student Commits Suicide

Vadithya Nehrs

Nalgonda and his father Ra-
mana is a farmer, Nehru re-

cated from the institute. portedly took the extreme
According to the police, step after the IIT-Kanpur
20-year-old Vadithya Nehru  management turned him out

was studying for his B.Tech
(electronics) degree at IIT
Kanpur. He was a native of

of campus because he had
failed in all his subjects. The
matter had also come to the

Amar Ujala, ND 25/08/2012

notice of his parents.

At around 3.30 p.m.
Thursday, Nehru had a con-
versation with his family and
his brother on the mobile
phone and went to a under-
construction apartment at
Abdullahpurmet within
Hayatnagar police station
limits. There he drank poi-
son. Workers at the site no-
ticed him lying unconscious
and alerted the police. He
was shifted to a nearby hos-
pital where doctors declared
him brought dead.

“Nehru obtained admis-
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sion in B.Tech (electronics)
at IIT-Kanpur campus two
yedrs ago. However, he failed
in all subjects in both first
and second year, following
which, the IIT-Kanpur man-
agement asked him to leave
the institute,” said G Srinivas
Kumar, inspector at the
Hayatnagar police station.
The inspector said Nehru
returned to Hyderabad and
stayed in a friend’s room. He
used to call his parents and
lie that he was in Kanpur. But
his father had found out and
asked him to come home,
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STUDENT
PROJECTS ON
DISPLAY AT IIT-B

MUMBAI: Robots controlled by
raphic interface and voice mod
ulation will be among a host o
student projects on display at the
Indian Institute of Technology:
Bombay (II'T-B) over the week
end. Miniature planes, sub
marines and even a solar tele
scope will also be showcased.
The Students’ Technica
Activities Body will be showecas
ing the technical summer proj
ects of first year students across
departments for the first time
This year, 120 teams stayed ir
the institute through the sum
mer, completing 80 projects ir
all. Of these, 60 projects will be
showcased. Some of the insti
tute’s other projects will also be
showcased, including a Formul:
One car and a miniature self-pro
nelling submarine. HTC
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Jasdeep Singh Malhotra
® jazdoop mathotra@hindustantimes.com

JALANDHAR: For the first time in
its history, the Dr BR Ambedkar
National Institute of Technology
(NIT) here has terminated the
services of an associate pro-
fessor for misconduct on the
campus.

Speaking to Hindustan
Times, NIT registrar Ajit Singh
said an inquiry conducted by HP
Handa, a retired district and
sessions judge, had established
the charges against associate
professor Rajiv Kumar of the

HT, Chandigarh

NIT dismisses prof for
beating up colleagues

industrial and production engi-
neering department.

“Based on the incuiry report,
the board of governors decided
to terminate Kumanr's services
during its meeting held earlier
this month. Subsequently, he
was relieved recently;” he added.

Kumar had allegedly hurled
abuses at a colleague, A
Sachdeva, and later beat him
up (as well as another colleague,
A Bhardwaj) in the presence of
fellow teachers on December 8,
2010. Kumar was placed under
suspension on January 6, 2011,
after the preliminary inquiry

found him prima facie guilty of
misconduct and recommend-
ed strict action against him.
Immediately after the incident,
director-incharge SBS Mishra
had constituted a panel of deans
to conduct the preliminary
inquiry after receiving a report
from department head RK Garg,

In his report, Garg had said
that a meeting was held to
distribute semester workload
among teachers. “The faculty
were apprised of the workload,
while RK Garg, A Bhardwaj,
RV Sharma, Rajiv Kumar and
Sarabjit Singh (in order of
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seniority) had named courses
of their choice. Then, Rajiv
asked Sarabjit that he should
be given the chance to select
his course first, considering the
new seniority list. Garg offered
to restart the process, while
Sachdeva endorsed the same,”
the report said.

“Then, Rajiv started hurling
abuses at Sachdeva, questioning
why the latter was endorsing
it now. Rajiv started kicking
Sachdeva despite being stopped
by colleagues. Rajiv also beat up
Bhardwaj, who was saved by
others,” the report said.
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SC: Courts can’t round off marks for ellglhlllty

New Delhi: The Supreme Court has
ruled that the judiciary cannot
round off a candidate’s marks to
make her eligihle for admssion to
higherstudies,

Frowming upon a 0.29% upward
rouncding off done by Karnataka
high courttoal low astudent to get ad-
mitted to a PG course, abench of Jus-
tices A K Patnaik and Ramjana P De-
salon Thursday said, “The division
benchof the HC erred inholding that
the single judge was right in round-
ing off 54.71% to 55% =0 as to make
the student eligible for admission to

When eligibility

criteria is prescribed

in a qualifying exam,

it mustbe strictly
adhered to. Any tamper-
ing with it will do injus-
tice to other candidates
Supreme Court

PG course. Such rounding off is im-
permissible.”

It added, “When eligibility orite-
riaisprescribed inagqualifying exam-

ination, itmust bestrictly adhered to.
Any diluftion or tamperingwith it will
worls injust ioe on ather candidates.”

The eligibility criteria pre-
seribed for securing admission to
the PG course was 55% aggregate
marks. The student, who sscured
54.T%, approached the Indian
Mursing Council requesting is-
suance of acertificateof eligibility
to her by rounding off her aggre-
gate markstos5%.

The council said 0.50% would
normallybe rounded off tothe next
digit and suggested her to request
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Kapil Sibal questions opposition to foreign investment in education

The way to raise standards

frustration over opposition to the

Foreign  Educational Institutions
Billis understandable. Questioning the hos-
tility of some opposition parties to foreign
investment in the key sector at a recent
education conclave, he pointed out that if
foreign universities were allowed to set up
campuses in India, they would teach ITndian
students, not foreigners. Given the massive
demand for quality higher educa-

L nion HRD minister Kapil Sibal's

tion, inviting foreign universiies ®TIMES VIEW®

to set up bases here iscritical toad-
dresging the supply-sideshortfall. Consider
that India needs another 800 universities
by 2020 to address the educational needs of
45 million students. This demand simply
cannot bemet by mdigenous varsities alone.

Forelgn universities would provide a
much-needed boost to educational stan-
dards in India. It's alarming that not a single
Indian university features among the top
1001in global rankings. If India is to emerge
as a kmowledge and inmovation hub, it must
reform its higher education system. Stu-
dents today have limited choices in terms
of quality academic institutions and are

forced to seeli greener
pastures abroad. How.
ever, if foreion univer-
sities are allowed to
come in, this brain
drain ecould be re-
versed, saving  the
country massive out-
flows of talent and
TESOLUITES,
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the institate to which she wanted to
gt admitterd to in a PG course, But
the institute refused to admit her on
the ground that she did not have 55%
agoregate marks.

Without disturbing her caresr as
she has been admitted mto the insti-
tutecn the basis of the HC order: the
8C bench said, “No provision of
any statute or any rule framed there-
under has been shown to us which
permits rounding off of eligibility
criteria prescribed for qualifving ex-
am for admission to PG course in
M Sc i Mursing’.” mu
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Education is not for profit

;rheu it comes

\,’ / to matters of
¥ government
policy vis-a-vis the Indi-
an market, one of the
few constants s the reac-
tion of our urban elites
to the word ‘liberalisa-
tlon'. All one nesds todo
ismention it andaPavlo

" COUNTERVIEW =

enrolment ratio in higher education in India
is 12.4% compared to an international aver-
ageof 23% - it shoots up to 55% in developed
nations-what weneedrightnow is afocuson
expanding supply to meet growing demand.
Theon 13' way to addressthat ina sustainable
fashion is government ivestment - supple-
mented by publicprivate partnerships per-
haps - aimed at providing affordable educa-
1 on underwritten by the national exchequen
Foreign investors, however
will be looking solely at the

The fear that foreign varsities would
supplant demestic curricula and academic
traditions is unfounded. Such nsular
tendencies haveno place inanincreasingly
globalised world. characterised by free flow
of knowledge and collaborative academic
endeavours. The main factor motivating
opposition to foreign universities is relue-
tance on the part of domestic varsities to
pull up their socks and compete for students
and facultw This is directly linked to the
unspoken policy of using educational insti-
tutions to disburse political patronage. It's,
therefore, high time we hadashake-up

wian reaction sets in: a vociferous defence of
allowing forelgn investment in just about
every sector and a contemptuous dismissal of
any nh]ecuons as baseless obstructionism.
Regulationstosafesuard the ndian penpleaud
local industries? Perish the thought. Bring on
thesocial andeconomic Darwinism; those who
suffer only have themselves to blame.

“T don't see why there is opposition to
foreimm investment {in education).” says chief
FDIcheerleader and HRDminister Kapil Sibal
plaintively Well, let's see now. Perhaps there
1soppositiontoit because education, of allsec-
tars, is not about profit. Given that the gross

Anil Thakkar

bottom line, not at what is best
for the eountry’s development. Given their
resources and the unequal playing field that
will create, what is likely to happen is that
a small percentage of elite institutions will
corner the market on educationists —already
a huge problemhere - further making it diffi-
cult forthe vast majority of students to gaina
quality education. Andwhat of other social
objectives? Will foreign investors, for ins-
tance, be willingtoinstitute the quotasthat
westill needsobadly, or willthe lureoftheir
cash lead the government to make excep-
tions for them? Mo, education in India is a
problemthat is best handled the Indian way
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IISER director

among national level
science awardees

HT Correspondent
® editorbhopal@hindustantimes.com

BHOPAL: Director of Bhopal-based
Indian Institute of Science
Education and Research
(IISER), Vinod Singh has been
selected for the national level
Jawaharlal Nehru Award for
outstanding contribution in
field of science for the year
2010. The award for the year
2009 would be given to Tushar
Kanti Chakraborty, Director,
Central Drug Research Institute,
Lucknow.

The state government on
Friday announced the nominees
for the national and state level
awards for outstanding contri-
butions in science, engineering &
technology and social sciences.

The National Award in
the field of Engineering &
Technology for the year 2009
award would be given to Vijay
Kumar Saraswat, secretary,
department of defence research
and development and for the
year 2010 to ML Munjal, profes-

State-level awards

KN KATJU STATE LEVEL
SCIENCE AWARD:

2009 - PS Bisen, professor,
Jiwaji University, Gwalior
2010 - Meenakshi Banerjee,
head of department,
Bioscience, Barkatullah
University

LAJJA SHANKAR JHA ENGINEER-
ING & TECHNOLOGY AWARD
2009 - Navin Chandra, AMPRI,
Bhopal

HARI SINGH GOUR SOCIAL
SCIENCES AWARD

2009 - Rajiv Dubey, Rani
Durgavati University, Jabalpur
2010 - Parul Rishi,

Indian Institute of Forest
Management, Bhopal

sor, Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore.

National award in the field of
social science for the year 2009
would go to Girishwar Misra
of Delhi University and for the
year 2010 to Dr Anjula Gurtoo
of Indian Institute of Science,
Bangalore.



